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The Honorable Thomas Vilsack  

Secretary  

United States Department of Agriculture  

1400 Independence Ave., S.W.  

Washington, D.C. 20250  

  

Dear Secretary Vilsack:   

  

We write to you today to express our concerns regarding the proposed rule, “Child Nutrition 

Programs: Revisions to Meal Patterns Consistent With the 2020 Dietary Guidelines for 

Americans.” The proposed revisions to meal patterns would implement unrealistic standards that 

would significantly increase costs, further burdening schools and school personnel.   

 

School cafeterias are facing a time of intense difficulty. As a result of the inflation inflicted on 

the economy by the Biden administration’s policies, escalating food costs are disrupting school 

meal service. From January 2022 to January 2023, schools’ food prices have increased more than 

300 percent.1 This creates an undue burden on schools who are trying their best to serve healthy 

meals to their students.  

 

In addition to skyrocketing costs, the proposed revisions to meal patterns would also lead to 

increased complexity in purchasing and receiving food items. The new added sugar standards 

and reduced sodium limits would decrease the number of menu options schools could purchase 

and force schools to compete against each other for a limited supply of specialized foods. 

Increased competition, coupled with a continuing nationwide truck driver shortage, would only 

worsen the hurdles schools currently face in securing a dependable food supply that meets very 

prescriptive standards.2 In addition, the proposed revisions to meal patterns would force school 

nutrition professionals to evaluate sources of naturally occurring sodium, such as those found in 

grains and cheese. In a recent School Nutrition Association survey, nearly 90 percent of 

respondents cited challenges in obtaining sufficient menu items to meet current standards, while 

almost 100 percent expressed sincere concerns regarding the availability of foods that will meet 

 
1 https://beta.bls.gov/dataViewer/view/timeseries/CUSR0000SSFV031A 
2 https://www.nbcnews.com/business/economy/food-prices-k-12-schools-inflation-rcna70863 

 
 
 
 

 
MAJORITY MEMBERS: 
 
VIRGINIA FOXX, NORTH CAROLINA, 
Chairwoman 
 
JOE WILSON, SOUTH CAROLINA 
GLENN THOMPSON, PENNSYLVANIA 
TIM WALBERG, MICHIGAN 
GLENN GROTHMAN, WISCONSIN 
ELISE M. STEFANIK, NEW YORK 
RICK W. ALLEN, GEORGIA 
JIM BANKS, INDIANA 
JAMES COMER, KENTUCKY 
LLOYD SMUCKER, PENNSYLVANIA 
BURGESS OWENS, UTAH 
BOB GOOD, VIRGINIA 
LISA C. MCCLAIN, MICHIGAN 
MARY E. MILLER, ILLINOIS 
MICHELLE STEEL, CALIFORNIA 
RON ESTES, KANSAS 
JULIA LETLOW, LOUISIANA 
KEVIN KILEY, CALIFORNIA 
AARON BEAN, FLORIDA 
ERIC BURLISON, MISSOURI 
NATHANIEL MORAN, TEXAS 
JOHN JAMES, MICHIGAN 
LORI CHAVEZ-DEREMER, OREGON 
BRANDON WILLIAMS, NEW YORK 
ERIN HOUCHIN, INDIANA 

 

 
 

COMMITTEE ON  
EDUCATION AND THE WORKFORCE 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES     
2176 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING      

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6100  
 

 

 

May 10, 2023 

 

 
 
 
 

 
MINORITY MEMBERS: 
 
ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT, VIRGINIA, 
Ranking Member 
 
RAÚL M. GRIJALVA, ARIZONA 
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT 
GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN, 
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
FREDERICA S. WILSON, FLORIDA 
SUZANNE BONAMICI, OREGON 
MARK TAKANO, CALIFORNIA 
ALMA S. ADAMS, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK DESAULNIER, CALIFORNIA 
DONALD NORCROSS, NEW JERSEY 
PRAMILA JAYAPAL, WASHINGTON 
SUSAN WILD, PENNSYLVANIA 
LUCY MCBATH, GEORGIA 
JAHANA HAYES, CONNECTICUT 
ILHAN OMAR, MINNESOTA 
HALEY M. STEVENS, MICHIGAN 
TERESA LEGER FERNÁNDEZ, 
NEW MEXICO 
KATHY E. MANNING, NORTH CAROLINA 
FRANK J. MRVAN, INDIANA 
JAMAAL BOWMAN, NEW YORK 

https://beta.bls.gov/dataViewer/view/timeseries/CUSR0000SSFV031A
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/economy/food-prices-k-12-schools-inflation-rcna70863


the transitional sodium limits and be well accepted by students.3 Increasing the complexities of 

an already strenuous job is uncalled for, particularly when it curtails schools’ ability to get 

nourishing food to their students. 

 

The proposed rule is estimated to result in additional expenditures of $1.4 billion over six school 

years.4 Almost 100 percent of respondents in the School Nutrition Association survey indicated 

increasing costs are a severe challenge for their school nutrition program.5 With districts already 

facing steep costs, they cannot be expected to take on even more debt. We all want children to 

consume healthy and nutritious meals. However, this proposed rule forces unrealistic standards 

upon schools without evidence of any desired benefit.   

 

Washington bureaucrats often believe they have a better understanding of what our children need 

than parents and local communities do, but mandates from Washington must be informed by 

what students will actually consume. The proposed meal standards are not feasible. School 

nutrition professionals know our children best, and we must heed their concerns.  

 

We ask you to reevaluate these meal standards and provide more flexibility for school food 

service providers. They are the experts who know what our children need most in a healthy 

school meal.  

 

 

 

Sincerely, 
 

  

  
 

Virginia Foxx       Glenn Thompson 

Chairwoman       Member of Congress 

U.S. House Committee on  

Education and the Workforce  

 

 

 

 

Tim Walberg       Elise Stefanik 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Rick Allen        Jim Banks 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 
3 https://schoolnutrition.org/sna-news/sna-survey-shows-school-meal-programs-face-critical-challenges/ 
4 https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/02/07/2023-02102/child-nutrition-programs-revisions-to-meal-

patterns-consistent-with-the-2020-dietary-guidelines-for 
5 https://schoolnutrition.org/sna-news/sna-survey-shows-school-meal-programs-face-critical-challenges/ 

https://schoolnutrition.org/sna-news/sna-survey-shows-school-meal-programs-face-critical-challenges/
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James Comer       Burgess Owens    

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Lisa McClain       Michelle Steel 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

Nathaniel Moran       Brandon Williams 

Member of Congress      Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

Erin Houchin 

Member of Congress       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


